The Montgomery lecture, 1977. Curious colobomata.
The humble coloboma has been taken as a model in an attempt to illustrate the benefit of continued observation and the application of increasingly sophisticated methods of investigation in the genetic and biochemical areas. The recent literature is reviewed with particular reference to publications dealing with colobomata and systemic malformations. Polycystic renal disease has been produced in animals and the application of the method used to a study of the eye may help to explain some of the unusual systemic clinical combinations which may occur in human cases. A simple factor may yet emerge to account for these anomalies rather than the multifactorial explanations previously postulated.